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Recall Election Impacting Businesses
By Willard Shepard
Related

Every day, Chris Hodgkins is a man on the move. He is busy making sure the tunnel that will connect downtown expressways to the Port of Miami becomes a reality. There are several hundred workers on the job already and hundreds more are on the way.

"This brings all sorts of jobs," Hodgkins, an executive with Miami Access Tunnel, said. "We have, for example, the bridge superintendent we got at a job fair...that job pays about $90,000 a year."

Miami-Dade flexed its muscles to get the federal and state dollars to make the tunnel happen, whether it's government projects or attracting new industry. And now the second day recall election of Miami-Dade Mayor Carlos Alvarez is just the kind of instability experts say can cause some businesses to take much needed jobs elsewhere.

"Certainly political turmoil is never good for an investment climate," said George Gonzalez, a political expert at the University of Miami. "Businesses if anything else they ask for certainly, regularity."

WATCHThe county says that in 2010, it attracted 31 firms to either expand or locate in Miami-Dade, generating 1,500 new jobs and $76 million in capital investments.

"It's about making sure when these difficult times are over, that we are as competitive as possible," said Mayor Alvarez.

Gonzalez says that businesses look for a place they know can provide services, jobs, incentives like tax breaks, and a government that can deliver on a legitimate promise -- which is difficult to do if you're not in office.

"This can be damaging for investors and buyers of houses in the community," said Gonzalez.

Some businesses and potential employees say that the political turmoil will chase business away. It is a sensitive topic. A list of the firms NBC Miami contacted would not talk on camera about it, fearing the implications no matter what they say. The recall election is set for March 15.
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